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The cougar, or mountain lion, is a 
large, solitary cat that ranges from the 
Yukon in Canada to the southern An-
des of South America. The cougar is 
found in every major American habi-
tat type. It is a capable stalk-and-
ambush predator and pursues a wide 
variety of prey, although its primary 
food source in our area is deer. It also 
hunts critters as small as insects and 
rodents. It prefers habitats with dense 
underbrush and rocky areas for stalk-
ing, but it can live in open areas. 
Sound like our Cohasset?  

The cougar is territorial and per-
sists at low population densities. Indi-
vidual territory sizes depend on ter-
rain, vegetation, and abundance of 
prey. It’s reclusive and usually avoids 
people. Whenever a cougar sighting 
is reported in the Cohasset area, con-
cerns rise about potential cougar at-
tacks; but attacks on humans remain 
rare—you have a greater chance of 
being struck by lightning than at-
tacked by a lion, although there has 
been a recent increase in frequency.  

Adult cougars stand about 2.0 to 
2.5 feet tall at the shoulders. The 
length of adult males is around 8 feet, 
nose to tail. Males average weight is 
137 lbs. Rarely, some reach over 

260 lbs. Females typically weigh 
about 93 lbs.      

Cougars can be very vocal and 
make low-pitched hisses, growls, and 
purrs, as well as chirps and whistles. 
They are well known for their 
screams, which can curdle your 
blood, though similar sounds may be 
made by other animals and attributed 
to the cougar. 

The cougar has great leaping and 
short-sprinting ability. It can run as 
fast as 35-45 mph, but is best adapted 
for short, powerful sprints rather than 
long chases. It has been seen in trees 
in our parts, so we know it can climb, 
but it’s a fair swimmer too.  

The cougar will eat any animal it 
can catch, but it feeds only on meat. 
About 70% of its kills are deer, at 
around one deer every two weeks. 

Females raising young may need to 
kill every three days when cubs are 
nearly mature at around 15 months. 
When a kill is made, the cat drags it 
to a preferred spot, covers it with 
brush, and returns to feed over a pe-
riod of days. Cougars rarely eat 
something they have not killed.  Cou-
gars are considered ambush predators 
and usually stalk through brush and 
trees, across ledges, or other covered 
spots, before delivering a powerful 
leap onto the back of the prey and 
making a suffocating neck bite.  

Only mothers and kittens live in 
groups, with adults meeting only to 
mate. Cougars are secretive and most 
active around dawn and dusk. It’s 
been said that if you live in cougar 

country, you may not have seen 
them, but they’ve certainly seen you. 

While estimates of territory sizes 
vary greatly, the female ranges are 
about 10 square miles and about 
500 square miles for males. Male 
ranges may include or overlap with 
those of females, but not with those 
of other males, which serves to re-
duce conflict between cougars. 
Ranges of females may overlap 
slightly with each other. Scrape 
marks, urine, and feces are used to 
mark territory and attract mates. 
Home range sizes and overall cougar 
abundance depend on terrain, vegeta-
tion, and prey abundance. Because 
males disperse further than females 
and compete more directly for mates 
and territory, they are most likely to 
be involved in conflict. Where a sub-
adult fails to leave his maternal 
range, for example, he may be killed 
by his father. When males encounter 
each other, they hiss and spit, and 
may engage in violent conflict if nei-
ther backs down.  

The population of cougars is in 
slight decline. While regulated cou-
gar hunting is common in the U.S., 
it’s not permitted in California—the 
cats are protected by law. 4,000 to 
6,000 are thought to exist here.  

What should you do if you come 
up close and personal to a cougar? 
Remember this: cougars may attack 
1) if cornered, 2) if a fleeing human 
stimulates the instinct to chase, or 3) 
if a person plays dead. Threatening 
the cat through intense eye contact, 
loud but calm shouting, and any other 
action to make you appear larger and 
more menacing, may make it retreat. 
If you are attacked, fighting back 
with sticks and rocks, or even bare 
hands, is often effective in persuad-
ing a cougar to stop.  

Report by Bob Tate 

Cougars in Cohasset:  
They’re Here! 

Learn More about Them 

� �����������	
����
����
���

������
	���
���������	��
�
	�

���
������������������
�����  



 
    What’s Happening? 

���
The big news this month is the 39th Annual Co-
hasset Bazaar and Music Festival. On Saturday 
August 1st our Community Association hosts the 
year’s most important community function. 
Revenue from this one event represents most of 
our yearly budget. If there is just one day during 
the year you take time out to support your community, this should be it.  
This is where members of the community get a chance to renew their 
memberships, meet and greet neighbors, CCA volunteers, and board 
members. Please mark your calendar for a fun-filled day of music, food, 
BBQ, shopping and activities at the 39th Annual Bazaar. See you there! 
The July Board meeting included a vote that approved expenditures for 
the EPC’s  long-awaited finishing of the electrical/generator work needed 
to make the association building disaster-ready for our community, Hope-
fully all the work will be completed before the end of this year’s danger-
ous fire season. The Association building rental agreement was also modi-
fied, increasing the cleaning deposit to $200.00. The discussion on water 
distribution continued and it was agreed that folks wanting to continue 
drawing water from the CCA well will need to be members of the Asso-
ciation and limit their use as we close in on the drought-tough times and 
we need to ensure our well can first provide water for the building and 
then secondly to those members in need. 
Appreciation is due to Daniel Botsford, who diligently goes out weekly 
to change our community marquee messages so we all can remember to 
attend important community events and meetings. You’re a gem, Daniel! 
A little research done with the help of Mayeve Tate reveals that this edi-
tion of the CCA Newsletter is actually Volume 39 Issue 3. That’s right, 
for almost forty years many fine folks have edited, contributed, folded,  
collated and delivered our local news. To the unsung heroes of our News-
letter history, we thank you for your dedication and service over the years. 
Finally, special thanks to the folks who’ve responded to requests to be-
come “Diamond Sponsors” of this year’s Bazaar (and those of you we 
have yet to hear from). It’s a minimum $100 donation, and the funds are 
used to pay expenses so the CCA will profit from all the proceeds earned 
at the Bazaar. We will be publishing those community members’ names in 
next month’s Newsletter, and I bow down now to all of you for your gen-
erosity and community spirit.                                     ��������	
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2009—2010 Officers �
President - Jill Stewart - 898-8197 

Vice President - Lisa Vegvary - 899-9823 
Secretary - Maggie Krehbiel - 342-6547 

Treasurer - Mayeve Tate - 342-2494�
2-Year Board Members  

Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus - 899-3929 
Dan Botsford - 893-1616�

1-Year Board Members  
Linda Hartsong - 891-8337 

Nancy Svec - 891-4833 
Mike DuFloth - 898-1871 

Bob Hursh - 345-4769 
Janice Lee - 343-1754 

Membership  
Nancy Svec - 891-4833 

Newsletter  
Mike & Rhonda - 898-1871 

CohassetCommunity.org  
Mike, Rhonda & Daniel 

 
       The CCA Newsletter is published as a com-
munity service once a month by the Cohasset 
Community Association, Inc., a non-profit Califor-
nia corporation dedicated in part to enriching, 
educating and informing the residents of Cohas-
set, CA. Printed at Ed’s Printing, Chico, CA. 

The opinions expressed here are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the opin-
ions of the CCA. Email short submissions to news-
letter@cohassetcommunity.org. The CCA reserves 
rights to edit all submissions or not to publish. 
Copyright 2009 

CCA Newsletter 
11 Maple Creek Ranch Road 

Cohasset, CA 95973 
The next deadline is August 13th. 

Volume 39, Issue 3   

It's time to renew your membership or join the CCA   
Check one:  

�  Grey Pine $10       �  Ponderosa Pine $15       �  Sugar Pine $25 

        �  White Pine $50       �  Lifetime $100       �  Other $ _________ 
Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________ 

Mail  to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973 
Checks payable to CCA or call Nancy at 891-4833 

CCA Home Page 

CCA Building 
Rental Reservations 

The Cohasset Commu-
nity Center is available 
to rent for private func-
tions. The rate is $125 per day, and 
$60 for a half-day (5 hours). 
For more information, call 893-1616, 
email info@cohassetcommunity.org, 
or view the CCA rental agreement 
at http://cohassetcommunity.org.��



 Cohasset Community News 

County Supervisor 
Report  

by Maureen Kirk, 
Butte County Supervisor, District 3 

 
     It is hard to believe that it is 
almost August and we still don’t 
have a State budget. This situation 
creates havoc with the County 
budget. Last month, I enumerated 

many cuts which the Board of Supervisors has made 
over the last year. The BOS is unified in our commit-
ment to balance our budget in contrast to the state legis-
lators who commit more to programs which cannot be 
sustained. They want to balance the state budget by tak-
ing our tax and road money. Stay tuned! 

On another note, your Emergency Preparedness 
Committee (EPC) has done a wonderful job in preparing 
Cohasset for any emergency. The EPC will be meeting 
in my office to discuss evacuation routes. We will be 
meeting with representatives from Cal-Fire, the Sheriff’s 
Department, the California Highway Patrol, and the 
Butte County Emergency Services Director. Every situa-
tion is different. Storms and fires have distinct personali-
ties depending on location, wind, and severity. What that 
means is that there is no single answer to an evacuation 
route. I am hopeful that all of this preparation will not be 
necessary and that we will have a safe summer season.  

I previously mentioned the fire in my home which 
occurred in February. We lost lots of kitchenware and 
my cookbooks. I have found a new sport. There are great 
bargains at the Discovery Shop, the Cancer Society 
Shop, ARC, and the Salvation Army. I have also discov-
ered the various 99¢ stores. I have replaced cookbooks 
for 25 to 50 cents. Lots of fun kitchenware can be found 
for $1-$5. It is fun to reuse and recycle.  

Finally, our son Brian left for Iraq on July 16. He is 
in the Navy, Special Operations – Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Please keep him and all of the other men and 
women serving our Country in your prayers. 
Maureen Kirk   �   mkirk@buttecounty.net   �   891-2800�

Cohasset  
Police Beat 

by Butte County Sheriff's 
Deputy Doug Patterson 

 
Nothing new to really talk 

about other than the structure 
fire we had at 14 Roe Road a 
few weeks ago. Unknown 
cause at this time.  Quite a little history at that house 
though.  I have been busy in Cohasset doing Prop 215 
compliance checks (marijuana checks).  It would be 
helpful to have everyone's doctor’s recommendations 
posted in an effort to assist me on the checks. 

I did recently take over 100 marijuana plants that 
were being illegally grown off of Ponderosa Way.  The 
grow got my attention when the suspect ran from me 
several times in a month.  I think they call that a 
“clue.”  Of course I focused on this grow and found sev-
eral Butte County code problems and Fish and Game 
violations (diverting water and run-off issues) as well as 
a lack of participation in the growing process by the rec-
ommendation holders.  One person was arrested for three 
out-of-county misdemeanor warrants.   

Another issue that has been brought to my attention is 
the speeding occurring on Vilas Road from the four cor-
ners to Cohasset Road.  Several homeowners walk and 
ride horses in the area.  Reckless driving violations do 
apply to private roads (non-county maintained 
roads).  Please slow down as a common courtesy to your 
neighbor.   

I have also been "poaching" the Campbellville area 
due to its remoteness.  This area is in Tehama County; 
however, several issues are tied to the Cohasset 
area.  Thank goodness my peace officer powers are good 
statewide so I don't have to stop at the county line. 
Cohasset has been great!  See you on the hill. 

To make a report or an anonymous tip, you can call 
me at: 538-6999 ext. 4165; but if it’s an emergency you 
should call 911. 

Send email to me at: dpatterson@buttecounty.net 

Is Enthusiasm Contagious? 
Advance kudos go out to all the Bazaar volunteers this 

year!  A special mention is well deserved by Dana and 
Bryan Hanson, who are setting up the kitchen and BBQ 
for serving lunch at the Bazaar, as well as sprucing up the  
CCA property cutting weeds, blowing off concrete, ac-
quiring enough mesh fencing to surround the perimeter 
and providing 8 canopies for shading numerous areas. 

 
 
 

The Hansons also have 
material and plans in the works to 

help out with the new fence and rebuilding the stage area. 
Thanks for stepping up Dana and Bryan! Your enthusiasm 
is contagious and an inspiration to all of us. 
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   … Something 

        The Bazaar ... 



Community Events 

39th Annual Bazaar & Music Festival 
A Fun-Filled Day of Activities, 
Music and Community Spirit  

Saturday, August 1st, the Cohasset Community Association will host 
the Thirty-Ninth Annual Cohasset Bazaar & Music Festival.  

The day begins at 9am with breakfast.  At 10am it’s the Cohasset Ba-
zaar Parade, followed by live music from 11am -7pm.  

This year’s headliner is Spark ‘n’ Cinder !   
Also…..Mud Creek Kenny and the Stump Jumpers, The Crawl-

ers, Alice Peak Experience, Fine Red Wine, and Local World .  
Besides great music, enjoy the BBQ, and natural food services. Other 

attractions for the day include jewelry, art, and craft vendors, a flea mar-
ket, children’s activities, temporary tattoos, Cohasset Historical Society 
and more! 

This year introduces the Cohasset Elementary School All-Ages Re-
union, welcoming all students, teachers and staff who have been a part 
of Cohasset Elementary School before its closing in 2008.  

Come to the Community Association building and enjoy a fun-filled 
day of music, food and great times! 

Admission is a $5 donation. All proceeds benefit the Cohasset Com-
munity Association, a non-profit organization.  Sorry, but no dogs al-
lowed. 

Contact person-Jill Stewart 898-8197 or jillian @gotsky.com 

   … Something Fun for Everyone!  



   Fire & Brimstone 

Church News 
Baptism, 

God’s Country Band 
and a Potluck 

  
The month of August will have 

regular church services, beginning at 
10:30 a.m. Those of you interested in 
participating in Bible Study are wel-
come; the class begins at 9:15 a.m. 
every Sunday 

Don't forget the Baptism, follow-
ing regular church, on August 23rd. It 
will be held at the Hall's Pond right 
after church. God's Country Band will 
be performing while we indulge in a 
delicious potluck. Hotdogs and ham-
burgers will be provided. Bring a side 
dish, salad or dessert. You are all wel-
come. 

The food pantry will be held on 
August 29th, at the church, at 9a.m. 

Questions? Call 891-4833. 
Report by Nancy Svec 
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Brush Removal  �   Fire Breaks 
Swimming Pools & Ponds 

Garden & Building Prep �  Road Repair �  Grading 

891-6849     Licensed and Insured #382704 
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The Major Reason 
Why Homes 

are Destroyed  
During  
Wildfire 

 
Mid-summer fire-safe activities 

should be focused on “the little 
things” that can allow wind-blown 
embers to ignite homes even when 
a wildfire is miles away. Will your 
home survive when the embers arrive?  A small pile of pine needles at the 
edge of your home can be kindled into an inferno that will consume your 
structure. A gutter containing oak leaves will allow embers to ignite a roof 
even if it has metal sheathing. 

During a wildfire, thousands of embers can rain down on your roof and 
pelt the side of your home like hail during a storm. If these embers become 
lodged in something easily ignited on or near your house, the home will be 
in jeopardy of burning. Embers coming into contact with flammable mate-
rial are the major reason why homes are destroyed during wildfire. Being 
ember-aware and taking action ahead of time, a homeowner can substan-
tially reduce the ember threat. 

See the following website for more details: 
http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/files/nr/2009/fs0905.pdf 

     Bert Coffman and I will continue to work with the 
Butte County Fire Safe Council to provide Cohasset 
with valuable information and services to make our 
community more resilient when inevitable wildfires are 
occurring. 
     Please visit the Fire Safe Council website and support 
this organization: ButteFireSafe.org. 

Report by Jim Brobeck                   
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Oak Firewood For Sale 
The Maple Creek Ranch will have a 

limited amount of oak firewood 
for sale this summer. 

Fully seasoned & split to 18 inches. 
$225.00 per cord. 

Delivered in Cohasset. 

  Call Brian at 343-8479 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

      
  

 1 
August 1st 
39th Annual 
Cohasset Bazaar 

2 
Church Service 
10:30am 
10155 Cohasset Rd 

3 
 

4 5 
 

 7 8 
 

9 
Church Service 
10:30am 

10 
 

11 12 
12pm-2pm 
Commodities 
Distribution  

13 
7pm-9pm  
CCA Board  
Meeting 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Church Service 
10:30am 

17 18 19 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
Church Service 
10:30am 
10155 Cohasset Rd  

24 
 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 
Church Service 
10:30am 
10155 Cohasset Rd  

31      

Calendar — August 2009 

Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org  �   Website hosting provided free by AccessNow.com 

Cohasset Well 
Levels Falling 

Conservation Tips 
 
Some tips for planting and wa-

tering during drought conditions: 
All plants need adequate watering 

to establish a solid root system; the 
savings in a drought-tolerant plant 
come once the roots are in place. 

A little water stress is a good thing; 
it will actually strengthen the plant by 
acclimating it to future drought. 

It’s best to water at night or very 
early in the morning, when tempera-
tures are cooler and evaporation is 
low. 

Too much water is as bad, or 
worse, than too little water. Don’t pro-
vide more water than the soil can ab-
sorb. 

Placement can be as important as 
the type of plant. Does the spot get 
lots of sunlight, or little? That can dic-
tate what type of plant should go 
there. 

Drip or trickle irrigation wets the 
soil slowly, not only using less water 
but maximizing the amount of water 
that goes to the plant as opposed to 
running off into the ground well away 
from the plant’s roots. 

Spreading wood chips, or mulch, 
around plants will help the soil retain 
its moisture and brings the added 
benefit of discouraging weeds. 

Avoid using grass clippings, rock 
mulches or peat moss as mulch mate-
rials. Grass clippings can mat down 
and dry, preventing water penetration; 
rock mulches absorb and radiate heat, 
drying out plants. Also avoid black 
plastic around plants, as it blocks wa-
ter penetration and a proper exchange 
of air to the plant. 

Remove weeds. Weeds are deep 
rooted and will exhaust deep profile 
water needed by other plants. 

Report by Jim Brobeck                                                                                                                
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