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Road  
Clean-Up:  

The Dirty 

Details  
Picking up filthy 

trash along the 
road is never fun, 
and this year was 
no exception, but 
when 40 eager 
workers showed up 
Saturday morning, 
the community 
spirit that naturally 
followed helped to 
lighten the burden 
for this year’s Road 
Clean-Up volunteers. 

The camaraderie was fortified by 
coffee, juice and tasty energy bars 
baked by our own local Hearth and 
Stone Bakery. Shortly thereafter, clad 
in bright orange vests and equipped 
with nifty long tongs in hand, 39 
community-minded Cohassians and 
one representative from Chico Velo 
made hasty work of picking up the 
crusty debris along Cohasset and 
Vilas Roads. 

  Brief interviews with some of 
the volunteers quickly revealed the 
most common items picked up were 
cigarette butts followed closely by 
beer cans and bottles. One very ob-
servant worker, Gary Lee, said the 
brands he most often picked up were 
Camel Light filters and Bud Light. 
Patrick Tobin recalls soiled diapers, 
used tissues and even an adult video, 
while Clancy Gerhke  mentioned the 
words “pretty disgusting” describing 
the slimy stuff he found in the after-
trough that appeared to be a deposi-
tory for a whole picnic, and Susana 
Malcolm unfortunately picked up, 
among other things, poison oak. 

  On the other hand, Janice Lee 
pointed out that “Cohassians must be 
getting the message, because we nor-
mally fill a lot more bags.” As well, 
Doug and Chris Perske agreed the 
road was cleaner this year. Clancy 
reiterated what everyone’s sentiments 
were when he said, “it was a fun time 
with a great group, and it went really 
fast this year; it’s nice to feel virtuous 
without having to work all day like 
past years.” The one thing everyone 
agreed on was that this year’s Road 
Clean-Up was a great success. Papa 
Murphy's pizza was served to the 
hard-working volunteers back at the 
Community Center.   

  Rupert McDowell, our Road 
Clean-Up Grand Marshall, encour-
ages all Cohassians to salute this 
year’s 40 participants for their service 
to our community. He also wants us 
to recognize all of the year-round 
Cohasset walkers who carry bags to 
clean the road as they walk, because 
some portions of Cohasset Road were 
remarkably unlittered thanks to their 
efforts. Others on Rupe’s thank-you 
list are Supervisor Maureen Kirk and 

Suzie, North-
ern Recycling 
& Waste Ser-
vices, Becky at 
Papa Murphy's 
Pizza and Butte 
County Public 
Works. 
   The only one 
left to thank is 
Rupert himself 
and Joan, of 
course. Rupert 
organized the 
event again this 
year, gathering 
together all the 
necessary tools 
and support 

and donating the snacks, water and 
pizza. Rupert embodies a Cohasset 
community spirit that is alive and 
kicking as shown by the huge volun-
teer turnout and the extremely pleas-
ing outcome: a sparkling, clean road. 
    See you all again in May, 2010. 

Experienced Road Clean-Up volunteers (left to right) Mark Lawrence, Patrick 
Tobin and Clancy Gerhke have just enough energy left to ham it up for the camera. 
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Are You Kidding? Gary Lee risks his 
life to snag a fast food bag reportedly 
thrown out of a white SUV while 
clean-up crews were still on the road. 



 
    What’s Happening? 

���
The June yearly general election meeting was 
attended by eight members and the full board of 
directors.  As predicted by a talking media head, 
the make-up of the 2009-2010 board changed 
only slightly. All existing directors and officers 
were reconfirmed. Congratulations to Lisa Veg-
vary, who was elevated to vice presidential status, and to Janice Lee, who 
unanimously won the vacant one-year board position. 
   The Board agenda was dominated by lingering old business, including 
the EPC woes regarding trying to obtain the necessary transfer switch and 
electrical help for installing our new generator, and the Volunteer Fire 
Department woes over a lack of participation and the necessity to do some 
fund-raising. (Calling all volunteer firefighters and electricians… We 
need your help!) As well, a lively membership discussion ensued which 
inspired Nancy, Daniel, Lisa and Mike to form a committee that will hash 
out some specific new and improved membership policies to serve us in 
the coming years. 
  STARS to patrol Bazaar: Security for this year’s Bazaar has been con-
firmed. There will be two crews of two STARS officers patrolling the 39th 
Annual Bazaar. One security crew will be present from 12 to 4 pm and 
another between 4 and 8 pm. (More Bazaar news on page 4.) 
  Good news: The Mountain Music hoedown and Cohasset community 
jam session returns to the CCA building this month on Saturday, July 11th, 
from 6-10 pm. 
  Cooking up history: Send in your recipes for the Cohasset Historical 
Society’s upcoming cookbook fund-raiser.  (See story on page 5.) 
  It’s About Time:  Every year at this time the CCA looks to revitalize 
the membership rolls; we hope you will be generous and renew your CCA 
membership at or before the Bazaar. But just as important this year is that 
differences between past board members and officers finally can be put 
behind us. It’s such a shame that valuable contributing members feel es-
tranged from the same process they so valiantly contributed to for years.  
Even though I wasn’t on the board when issues divided them, I applaud 
those of you on both sides of the aisle who can forgive and forget and 
want to look forward. Isn’t it high time all of you put your differences to 
rest and joined together again in solidarity on behalf of Cohasset’s unique 
and diverse community?  
                                                                                 ��������	
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2009—2010 Officers �
President - Jill Stewart - 898-8197 

Vice President - Lisa Vegvary - 899-9823 
Secretary - Maggie Krehbiel - 342-6547 

Treasurer - Mayeve Tate - 342-2494�
2-Year Board Members  

Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus - 899-3929 
Dan Botsford - 893-1616�

1-Year Board Members  
Linda Hartsong - 891-8337 

Nancy Svec - 891-4833 
Mike DuFloth - 898-1871 

Bob Hursh - 345-4769 
Janice Lee - 343-1754 

Membership  
Nancy Svec - 891-4833 

Newsletter  
Mike & Rhonda - 898-1871 

Web Site  
Mike, Rhonda & Daniel 

 
       The CCA Newsletter is published as a com-
munity service once a month by the Cohasset 
Community Association, Inc., a non-profit Califor-
nia corporation dedicated in part to enriching, 
educating and informing the residents of Cohas-
set, CA. Printed at Ed’s Printing, Chico, CA. 

The opinions expressed here are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the opin-
ions of the CCA. Email short submissions to the 
address below. The CCA reserves rights to edit all 
submissions or not to publish. Copyright 2009 

CCA Newsletter 
11 Maple Creek Ranch Road 

Cohasset, CA 95973 
The next deadline for submissions is 
July 9th.  Send brief submissions to: 
newsletter@cohassetcommunity.org 

It's time to renew your membership or join the CCA   
Check one:  

�  Grey Pine $10       �  Ponderosa Pine $15       �  Sugar Pine $25 

        �  White Pine $50       �  Lifetime $100       �  Other $ _________ 
Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________ 

Mail  to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973 
Checks payable to CCA or call Nancy at 891-4833 

CCA Home Page 

CCA Building 
Rental Reservations 

The Cohasset Commu-
nity Center is available 
to rent for private func-
tions. The rate is $125 per day, and 
$60 for a half-day (5 hours). 
For more information, call 893-1616, 
email info@cohassetcommunity.org, 
or view the CCA rental agreement 
at http://cohassetcommunity.org.��



        Cohasset Community News 

County Supervisor Report  
by Maureen Kirk, Butte County Supervisor, District 3 

     It is hard to believe that a month has gone by since 
the last newsletter. There are more challenges to the 
State budget, which, in turn, affect the Butte County 
budget. The Board of Supervisors has been diligent to 
make sure that the County does not spend more than 
it receives in revenue. We have made some budget 
adjustments, which balance our budget and leave 
enough of a reserve so that our credit rating is high 

and we are prepared for emergencies. 
The County has been through four rounds of reductions over the past 12 

months. In June 2008, 125 positions were eliminated. The second round of 
reductions was in December 2008 and included $10 million in cuts and the 
elimination of 41 positions. The third and fourth rounds of cuts were in 
March when 86 positions were eliminated. 

In addition to the reduction in the County workforce, the County has 
reduced its contract with CalFire to provide fire protection and emergency 
response services by $2.5 million. This means that up to two of the 
County’s fire stations may be closed on any given day. The weed abate-
ment program is also dormant due to the cuts. What this means for the citi-
zens of Cohasset and all the citizens of Butte County is that fire-safe meas-
ures must be taken around homes and businesses. 

One of the potential solutions for the State budget is to take local prop-
erty taxes. Counties are mandated to spend discretionary resources on State 
programs, such as public health, mental health, and many social service 
programs. At some point Butte County will be unable to pay its share of 
these programs. At the same time, sheriff, fire, and other services, such as 
the libraries, will have to be cut. 

I can speak for the whole Board of Supervisors when I say that we are 
very unhappy to cut our contract with CalFire, and this will be the first 
thing that I will restore when there is any discretionary money. It is also 
painful to lay people off. They have families and homes. This is one of the 
most difficult jobs of being a County Supervisor. 

Have a safe and happy summer. 
Maureen Kirk   �    mkirk@buttecounty.net   �    891-2800�

Police Beat 
��If you haven’t 
seen Butte County 
Sheriff's Deputy 
Doug Patterson 
driving up or down 
Cohasset Road, it’s 
because our Designated Area Deputy 
(DAD) , often takes the back roads en 
route to Cohasset and his other foot-
hill beats. Back roads are nothing new 
for Deputy Patterson. For several 
years he’s been protecting a huge area 
including Forest Ranch, Butte Mead-
ows, Jonesville, Cohasset and every-
thing above Inskip to Philbrook Lake 
and Jones Meadows. 
  Deputy Patterson said Cohasset is a 
relatively quiet community where 
neighbors for the most part respect 
each other. Other than a burglary at 
the firehouse six months back and a 
recent drug-dealing bust his biggest 
concern right now is illegal marijuana 
growing. He mentioned “monster co-
op grows” and said that folks from out 
of town are living on the land, some-
times leased to them, creating numer-
ous problems from sanitation to fire 
hazards and issues along private roads 
with excessive traffic and excessive 
speed, and even “booby traps” one of 
which he was victim to. He went on to 
say, “that person went to prison.”  
  Deputy Patterson said neighbors 
need to look out for each other and 
the best thing they can do for him is to 
write down the license plate numbers 
of suspicious unknown vehicles and 
report them by calling or emailing 
him. 
  To make a report or an anonymous 
tip, you can call him at: 538-6999 ext. 
4165, but if it’s an emergency you 
should call 911. You can also email 
him at: dpatterson@buttecounty.net 
  Deputy Patterson intends to submit 
regular monthly reports for the CCA 
Newsletter to publish.  If you would 
like to meet Cohasset’s Deputy Doug 
Patterson he’ll be at the 39th Annual 
Cohasset Bazaar on August 1st.�

Cohasset 4-H On Break for Summer 
     We have had a great year again. 
Cohasset 4-H had many projects this 
year, such as Arts & Crafts, Cook-
ing, Drama, First-Aid, Hiking, 
Horses, Swine, and Welding. Once 
again, many of our local youths won 
awards at the Silver Dollar Fair. 
     Thank you all for supporting Cohasset 4-H this 
year, we will be on break for the Summer and hope to 
see everyone again in September.  

 
Report Midge Vander Velden 



 39th Annual Cohasset Bazaar News 

Bazaar Message from 
The President 

The time is fast approaching, and 
on August 1st the Cohasset Commu-
nity Association will host the 39th 
Annual Bazaar & Music Festival.   
This is a very important time of year 
for the CCA.    Everyone who lives in 
Cohasset is strongly urged to volun-
teer, even if it is for only one hour.   

There are different ways you can 
be a contributor to your community.  
Cash donations are gleefully ac-
cepted, or please sign up to volunteer 
your time.  We are currently looking 
for volunteers to work in food ser-
vice, attend the gate, and most impor-
tantly, be part of the clean-up crew!     

Many of you are already on the 
call list; when you get that call please 
say yes!  Your Community Associa-
tion needs you to contribute any way 
that you can.   

If you would like to become a vol-
unteer, contact any CCA board mem-
ber or call Jill Stewart at 898-8197 or 
email her at jillian@gotsky.com   

Bazaar Parade 
    We need you in the Cohasset Parade!  Drive your tractor, ride your lawn 
mower, ride your horse, walk your pet, or maybe you have a classic car 

you need to show off.  Here’s 
your chance. 
    The Cohasset Parade kicks off 
the Cohasset Bazaar each year 
and marks the start of a fun-filled 
day.  Come and be a part of the 
tradition. Please call 899-3929 to 
enter the parade. See you at the 
bazaar! 
Report by Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus  

Bazaar Information 
The next Bazaar planning meeting will be held at the CCA building 

Monday, July 6th, at 6:30 pm. All volunteers are encouraged to attend and 
participate in organizing this critical fund-raising event. 

Bazaar Vendors and Yard Sale Booth:  Call Aurora at 343-3243. 
The 2009 Cohasset School All-Ages Reunion takes place in conjunc-

tion with the Bazaar and music festival.  Students, teachers and staff are all 
invited and should call Jill at 898-8197. 

Bazaar Yard Sale 
Rather than donate your old stuff, 

sell it yourself at the Bazaar. 
�

· Space is limited to a 10’ x 10’ area, and the 
number of spaces is limited. 

· Call to check for availability prior to send-
ing in your completed application. 

· Application and payment must be received 
by July 17th, 2009. 

· Payment in full must accompany application. 
· Note: You are responsible for all set-up and breakdown��

Site Rental Fee: 
   $15.00  non-refundable site fee 
    25.00  refundable deposit after site clean-up 
 $40.00 total included with application 

Please make checks payable to:  
The Cohasset Community Association 

11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA  95973  
For more information, call Aurora @ 343-3243 

Bazaar Help Needed 
We still need 

volunteers to run 
the horseshoe tour-
nament and the 
children’s activity 
area.  

Call a board 
member today to 
offer your assis-
tance. 
�



Cohasset Arts and Entertainment 

Gardening 
for the Soul 

Plant three rows of peas: 
Peas of mind 
Peas of heart 
Peas of soul 

Plant four rows of squash: 
Squash gossip 
Squash indifference 
Squash grumbling 
Squash selfishness 

Plant four rows of lettuce: 
Lettuce be faithful 
Lettuce be kind 
Lettuce be happy 
Lettuce really love one another 

No garden should be without turnips: 
Turnip for service 
Turnip to help one another 
Turnip the music and dance 

Water freely with patience and culti-
vate with love. There is much fruit in 
your garden, because you reap what 
you sow. To conclude your garden, 
you must have thyme: 

Thyme for fun 
Thyme for rest 

Author unknown  
Submitted by Helen Madeleine 

We Need YOUR Recipes 
�Cookbook Fundraiser  

     The Cohasset Historical Society will be extending the dead-
line for accepting recipes for our Cookbook fund-raiser. The 
cookbook publisher we are using will allow us to print two hun-
dred recipes from our Cohasset residents – please go through 
your recipe file and pick one or two of your family favorites to 
share. You can email recipes to Lisa Vegvary at veg-
vary@wildblue.net or arrange for drop-off/pick-up by calling 
Sharon Hastings at 518-1039. We will also be phoning CCA 
members to encourage more participation.  
     We hope to compile a cookbook filled with recipes of your 

family’s favorite dishes and beverages. We are looking for recipes in all culinary categories, and you are invited to 
submit more than one recipe. Categories include: appetizers, soups & salads, entrees, desserts, & drinks. Please include 
your name and even a line or two about how you acquired the recipe or why you consider it a favorite. Thank you!  

Don’t Miss Mountain Music 
Saturday July 11th 6-10PM 
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                             Fire & Brimstone 

Burn Permits 
Suspended 

July 1st 
If you haven’t yet 

done your spring 
burning, you’ll have 
to wait until winter. 

Yard debris burning permits will 
be suspended from July 1st until the 
end of the fire season. 

  Burn permits are required each 
year, usually beginning on May 1st. 
There is no charge for a burn permit; 
they can be obtained at Station #22 
and are good for two years. You must 
have your burn permit accessible 
when burning. 

Call 896-2537 for burn day status. 

�������������	���
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Brush Removal  �   Fire Breaks 
Swimming Pools & Ponds 

Garden & Building Prep �  Road Repair �  Grading 

891-6849     Licensed and Insured #382704 
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Crossword Answers 

Church News 
Greetings from Cohasset Neighborhood 

Church. July will be a pretty regular month, 
with church services every Sunday at 10:30am. 
The food pantry is on Saturday, July 25, at 
9:00am.  

On August 23rd there will be a regular church service followed by a 
Baptismal ceremony and potluck at Brian and Donna's pond.  Hamburgers 
and hotdogs will be provided. Bring a side dish, salad or dessert. "God's 
Country Band" will be providing some great spiritual music. You are all 
welcome. Questions? Call 891-4833.                             Report by Nancy Svec 

Butte County Fire Safe 
Council Offers Defensible 

Space Assistance 
 

Qualifying low-income, senior and physically 
disabled residents of Cohasset may be able to get 
assistance with clearing their 100-foot defensible 
space from wildfire using the Residents Assistance 
Program (RAP). 

RAP is a one-time assistance program for wildfire safety. Funding is 
provided through grants and community donations and is limited. 

The goal of the RAP is to assist Butte County residents who are physi-
cally unable to clear their property and have no other person to assist in the 
clearance. The Butte County Fire Safe Council may be able to provide de-
fensible space clean-up for Butte County residents who are: 

· over 65 years old, 
· financially unable to hire a contractor, 
· physically unable to create and maintain their defensible space on 

their own. 
The Residents Assistance Program creates a defensible space clearance 

from fire danger immediately around the home and roadways on the prop-
erty by trimming trees and brush, thinning trees as needed and removing 
hazardous limbs, plus conducting other hazardous fuel reduction as 
needed. To find out if you qualify for the Residents Assistance Program 
call, (530) 877-0984.                              Information provided by Jim Brobeck 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

    1 2 
7-9pm Cohasset 
Volunteer Fire 
Dept Meeting  

3 4 
 

5 
Church Service 
10:30am 
10155 Cohasset Rd 
�

6 
Bazaar Planning 
Meeting  6:30pm 
 

7 8 
12pm-2pm 
Commodities 
Distribution  
CCA Bldg 

9 
7pm-9pm CCA 
Board Meeting 

10 11 
6pm-10pm 
Mountain Music 

12 
Church Service 
10:30am 

13 
 

14 15 16 
7-9pm Cohasset 
Volunteer Fire 
Dept Meeting  

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Church Service 
10:30am 

20 21 22 
 

23 
 

24 25 

26 
Church Service 
10:30am 
10155 Cohasset Rd  

27 
 

28 29 30 31 August 1st 
39th Annual 
Cohasset Bazaar 
 

Calendar & Crossword — July 2009 

Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org   �    Website hosting free by AccessNow.com 

    Nine Trees        
��������
� � � Morgue abbr. 
 4 Chicken enclosures  
 6 Folks say don't plant til after this 

tree blooms 
 7 Warsaw's coun-

try, for short 
 8 Japanese orna-

mental tree 
 10 Raven cry 
 11 It grows from a tiny acorn  
 13 White or Douglas ____  
 14 GOP member: abbr. 
 16 Tree whose wood is prized in mak-

ing furniture: 2 wds.  
 20 Female bird or lobster 
 21 Tree that thrives in the open after 

a forest fire  
 27 Over; completed 
 28 4th planet from the sun 
 30 Bonanza ranch yearn? 
 35 Stallone character 
 36 Actor Wallach or industrialist Lilly 
 37 "Mustang _____" 
 38 Bowling target 
 39 Blvd. relative 
 40 Female sheep's favorite tree? 

Down  
 1 R&B style of the '50s 
 2 Pooch foot: 2 wds. 
 3 ‘60s lunar program  
 4 Business: abbr. 
 5 ___ there!  (ha!) 
 8 Grammy-winning musician Anthony 
 9 My Name is ______ 
 10 Spy org. 
 12 Barbie's boyfriend 
 13 Miami's state: abbr. 
� �	 � Reaction to a bad odor: 

abbr. 
 17 Unit of sound freq.: abbr. 
 18 Midwest Native Amer. 

tribe 
 19 Actress Margret, Miller or 

Sothern 
 21 Guy in a monastery 
 22 Garcia, Gibb or Griffith 
 23 Wedding announcement 

word 
 24 "___ Celebrity... Get Me 

out of Here!": 2 wds. 
 25 Flag ceremony tune 
 26 Opera highlight 
 27 "What's up, _____?" 
� 29 Weekend late-night show: 

abbr. 

 30 You might have a 
mailbox there: abbr. 

 31 Settle a debt 
 32 Vital tree for      

Tehama Gold 
 33 Tendon; muscle 
 34 ___ Dorado 

1
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Crossword by Rhonda 
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Delivering the Chico—Cohasset 
Star Route US Mail 

Things have changed in the 100 years since the Cohas-
set mailman only showed up every few days. He’d slowly 
work his way up the road delivering mail and would stay 
the night to rest and feed the horses. The next day he’d 
make his way back to town for another night to get the 
mail, rest and feed the horses and start the cycle again. 
Back then the mailman was respected for his diligence 
and sense of responsibility to get the mail through. 

     These days our mailman is James Blake. 
He’s been delivering the Cohasset route for 
six years now. His day starts at the Chico Post 
Office, where he picks up the mail that’s been 
sorted for our route and sifts through other 
mail and packages making sure he’s got them 

in the correct order for the day’s deliveries. He makes his 
way past the airport and up the hill to the top of Cohasset 
Road and back down stopping at every box in his little 
postal jeep, which he jokingly said, “isn’t much faster 
than the old horse and wagon.” 

  James was raised in Chico where he lives now with 
his wife and 10 year old daughter, and when asked what 
he loves most about his job his reply was, “I’ve always 
loved coming up here since I was a kid—it’s the people, 
the scenery, the cooler weather, and those perfect snowy 
days during the wintertime.”  

  When asked what’s the toughest thing about his job, 
he winces for bit and says, “99.9 percent of the folks up 
here are real nice people, but unfortunately there are a 
few bad apples.” After further inquiry, James reluctantly 
tells me some stories that can only be described as embar-
rassing and scary. He’s been spit at, shot at, yelled at, 
honked at, flipped hand signals at, and his vehicle has 
been vandalized. He’s even been personally threatened by 
a few Cohassians on several occasions.  And after all that 
abuse, he smiles and explains, “some folks just don’t real-
ize I can only deliver what I am given to 
deliver that day—if it’s not in the basket, 
then I can’t deliver it—it’s not my choice.” 
He adds, “I can only worry about what is in 
the basket, and I do worry. I worry about folks getting 
their retirement checks and social security checks and 
other government checks. I know how important it is to 
them, and I do all I can to make sure everything I have 
been given is delivered correctly and as soon as possible.” 

James is a mild-mannered fellow who appears to have 
accepted the job with a grain of salt when it comes to the 
abuse he is subject to along the Cohasset mail route, but 
when I asked about the responsibility he paused for a mo-
ment and said, “That’s why I love my job, I know how 
important doing my job well is to people and I really do 
care… things like making sure I deliver every last pack-
age on Christmas Eve even if it’s snowing and the road is 
dangerous; I do it for the kids, and I do it because it’s my 
job, my responsibility, and because I love it.”�  

�

Then & Now   . 


