
Cohasset Community Association 
Annual Spring Plant Sale &Membership Breakfast!!! 

�
The CCA Spring Plant Sale will be held on Sunday, April 20, from 9am to 2pm. The Cohas-
set Community Association will also be hosting a Membership Drive Breakfast that morn-
ing. (See Page 2 of this Newsletter for more information regarding the breakfast.) 

This is your opportunity to shop in Cohasset for plants to fill in those bare spots in your 
yard. Hanson & Hanson have lived in this area for years and donate many plants that thrive 
at our elevation. Meet your friends and neighbors for breakfast and peruse our great selec-
tion of plants. You will also have the opportunity to dispose of your old television sets and 
computer monitors. (See Page 6.) Support your community and environment! 

This is a major fundraiser for our Cohasset Community Association and we really need your 
support. If you would like to help at the sale or would like to have a booth please contact 
Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus at 899-3929. I can’t wait to see all you green thumbs and non-
green thumbs at the sale! 
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Returning the second Saturday of each month starting 

Saturday April 12th 
6:30-10:00PM 

 At the Cohasset Community Association Building 

Call John Wahl 898-1114 to sign up. 
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Welcome to our new Cohasset Community Association President, 
Vice-President, and 2-year Board Member! 

 
The CCA is very pleased to announce the presidency of Jill Stewart. Jill has been an active member of the 
CCA Board, has chaired the Bazaar Committee for the past several years and was instrumental in bringing 
Mountain Music to the community. Congratulations, Jill! Active board member Dan Botsford stepped for-
ward to fill the vacant Vice-President position. Dan has been instrumental in reviving our website. Thank 
you, Dan! We would also like to welcome Linda Hartsong to a 2-year position on the board! Welcome, 
Linda! 
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CCA Breakfast & Membership Drive 
By Dan Botsford 

 
 The CCA Membership committee will be serving breakfast at the CCA building on Sunday, April 20, 2008 
from 8 AM – 11 AM.  All community members are encouraged to stop by and enjoy a home-cooked break-

fast by the “CCA Chefs” Linda Hartsong and Liz Weber.  The breakfast menu is: 
Pancakes & Sausage or  

Breakfast Burrito (Eggs, Sausage, Potatoes & Cheese, or Vegetarian) 
Coffee, Juice 

 
This is a fundraiser breakfast to help support the CCA and signup new members for the Cohasset Commu-

nity Association. The price for breakfast varies based on CCA membership status: 
$7.00 for non-CCA members 

$5.00 for active CCA members 
FREE for anyone signing up for CCA membership during the breakfast 

 
 Hope to see you there! 

�



CCA Emergency Preparation Committee 
Submitted by Maggie Krehbiel, Chair EPC 
 
This is another update on what our Emergency Preparation Committee (EPC) has been able to accomplish and what 
we are still working on. 
 
I, along with my husband, Bob and Lara, met with CDF Chief Dan Summerville, John Gulserian and Maureen Kirk 
to discuss our needs here in Cohasset. John has been exploring emergency communication options. Dan agreed to get 
the Fire and Medical Dispatch logs for Cohasset and I requested the run numbers, population and parcel numbers for 
the communities of Stirling City, Bangor and Richvale. All three of these communities have year round fire stations, 
with Bangor and Richvale costing the County approximately ½ million dollars per year. Stirling City is called an 
Amador Station and the funding is split between the CDF and the County. We have been told that we do not have the 
tax revenue, parcels or population to qualify for year round fire services. 
 
P.G. & E. has generously offered to provide our Association building with a propane powered generator, along with 
the appropriate transfer switches to tie in to the two meter boxes.  John Gulserian, Butte County Disaster Services, 
and John Schooling, Butte County, are working with P.G. & E. to coordinate everything concerning the generator.  
One of our volunteers is a retired public utility lineman and is willing to help from the CCA side. 
 
CDF has purchased a generator for our Cohasset Fire Station 22. They are working on getting it installed.  This will 
provide a second location on the hill for power, water and lights during an outage. CDF has also provided me with the 
Dispatch logs for last year for the medical and fire runs for Cohasset. I have begun going through them to get the fac-
tual response time for each run and then I can get an average response time for runs starting from our Station 22 and 
the time when the response is from Station 42, down the hill. 
 
Liz and Linda have begun preparing menus for community meals with the food we are going to begin purchasing for 
emergencies. Liz is also working on putting together a medical kit for the Association building. We are also trying to 
put together a “special need” list for Cohassians with special medical or transportation needs, and for children whose 
parents are working off the hill and by necessity, home alone.  If you have any special need or know of anyone with 
special needs, please let us know. 
 
We were given a Butte County map to delineate the Cohasset boundaries. We will give the map back to John 
Gulserian and then the computer can accurately determine the number of parcels here in Cohasset. The purpose of 
doing this is to help establish the fact that Cohasset deserves to have year round fire protection. 
 
That’s about it for now. We are trying to put together a Red Cross Disaster Preparedness class which would qualify 
the C.C.A. as a partner agency with the Red Cross. We are also looking at putting on a Red Cross CPR/Basic First 
Aid class.  If you would like to sign up for either or both, please give me a call and I will add your name to the list.  If 
you want to share any concerns or would like to help, we would love to hear from you. This committee was estab-
lished to benefit all Cohassians. 
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Up Coming EPC Calendar Of Events in May 2008 
 
Saturday Date TBA—12 noon to 4 pm – Red Cross Shelter training – by Red Cross Staff 
 
In anticipation of using the Cohasset Community Association Building as a disaster shelter for Cohasset people, we 
have arranged for the Red Cross to introduce us to their shelter management system.  There is no cost for this class. 



�Cohasset 4-H News 

�

 By Dan Botsford 
 
The Cohasset 4-H club braved the intense winter weather on Saturday, February 2, 2008 in order to attend 
the annual Butte County 4-H Fun Night at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds.  Each 4-H club in Butte County 
created a 10’x10’ booth using the 2008 theme “Life is a Highway”.  The Cohasset 4-H showed off their 
creativity and artistic talents to create one of the most popular and fun booths at this year’s Fun Night event. 
Everyone’s hard work paid off because the judges selected the Cohasset 4-H club booth for three awards 
this year! 

First Place – Best Overall Booth Award 
First Place – Best Theme Booth Award 
Second Place – Most Creative Booth Award 

Congratulations to the following Cohasset 4-H members who helped make this year’s Fun Night a huge 
success:  Eli Allen, Natalie Clawson, Gage Conkey-Wiebelhaus, Iliana Conkey-Wiebelhaus, Zoe Conkey-
Wiebelhaus, Connor Gehrke, Joshua Minter, and Justin Minter. 
 
On April 6, the Cohasset 4-H Hiking group will be taking a guided hike in the Sutter Buttes “Maidu’s Spirit 
Mountain”.  If you would like to join us on the hike, there are a few spots available. Call Leslie Botsford at 
893-1616 if you are interested. 
 
For more 4-H events, please check the CCA calendar at http://CohassetCommunity.org. 
 
If you have any questions about Cohasset 4-H club, please contact the Cohasset 4-H Leader, Midge Vander 
Velden at 343-7332. 
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The Cohasset PTA will be hosting a spaghetti dinner on April 24,  2008.  The dinner will be from 5:30 PM  - 7:30 
PM at the school.  We are raising money for our school garden.  The garden has been a great joy to the school chil-
dren and we would like to continue improving and expanding the current garden.  Your support is always greatly ap-
preciated. 
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Childcare transport and help wanted. I am trying to find a responsible adult to help with some limited child-
care. I need to find someone who can pick up my daughter from Chico High and bring her back home to Co-
hasset on Monday and Friday of one week. The next week I would need help on Friday to pick up my daugh-
ter and son and bring them up the hill. My son goes to school at Chico Country Day School. If you are inter-
ested or know of someone who is please give me a call. The schedule stays the same on a weekly basis. 
  
Thanks.  Jerry Calbert    343-2003 



Hello Cohasset neighbors. Allow me to introduce myself. My 
name is Jo Danehy and my sister Trish Puterbaugh usually 
writes this column. We will be trading off now and then with 
writing. I’d like to stay with Trish’s theme “A Sense of 
Place”. 
 
We certainly had plenty of rain since Trish last wrote!  Halle-
lujah for the sunshine, but hope for more rain as we are still 
very low on our rainfall for the year. If you planted bulbs last 
fall they should be making a beautiful display, a reminder of 
spring and new life. So start again by bringing out that old 
manure or compost to enrich the soil for planting. Time to 
plant snow peas, lettuce, broccoli, cabbage, and any other 
cool weather lovers. Planting now to assure spring and sum-
mer color and a delicious early summer harvest. 
 
Beyond daffodils and sweet peas when I think of the Cohas-
set landscape nothing seems as omnipresent or prevalent as 
Manzanita. At every glance, at every elevation, from the 
brush lands into the high forests, this hard wood is found. 
Manzanitas sheer abundance in our forest with rich, red bark 
and distinctive green foliage creates a special beauty that 
defines the “Look of Cohasset”. 
 
The word Manzanita is derived from the Spanish word man-
zana (apple).  The literal translation is little apple.  Its genus 
is Arctostaphphylos. There are over sixty species of Manza-
nita in the Western states from ground covers to twenty high 
foot trees. The types most commonly found in Cohasset are 
Whiteleaf, Greenleaf and Big Manzanita. 
 
At a glance all three Manzanita look alike.  At closer inspec-
tion, especially when Whiteleaf and Greenleaf are growing 
side by side, you can clearly see the difference.  The easiest 
way to tell them apart is by the foliage colors. Whiteleaf is a 
lighter grey-green color where as Greenleaf and Big Manza-
nita are brighter green. Another way to tell the difference is 
by their size at maturity. The Big Manzanita can reach up to 
twenty feet where as other species usually reach 6 to 9 feet.  
Greenleaf can also be identified by the burl at its base near 
the soil. 
 
Just like the Toyon shrub Trish talked about last month, Man-
zanita is a winter bloomer.  Clusters of delicate pinkish white 
blooms dangle like tiny bells.  Besides adding to the extraor-
dinary beauty of this plant the blossoms are deliciously fra-
grant. They are a prized source of nectar for bees and hum-

mingbirds, our gardening assistants.  The 
hummingbird is an amazing bird to attract 
to your garden and they eat insects too.  In 
late spring to summer Manzanita produces 
fruit in the form of berries, or as the Span-
ish termed “little apples”.  California na-
tives used the berries to produce jellies 
and jams. They were also dried and 
ground to produce a course meal or 
soaked in water with the branch tips to 

make cider. 
 
However, Manzanita is more than just a food.   Native 
Americans used it as a medicine. Manzanita contains arbutin, 
a glycoside that is broken down into hydroquinone in the 
urine. Therefore it has disinfecting qualities that make it use-
ful in the treatment of mild urinary tract infections, chronic 
kidney inflammation and water retention. The leaves function 
as a mild vasoconstrictor for the uterus to help stop bleeding. 
The peeling bark was made into a tea to relieve nausea. 
Additionally underneath that beautiful red bark is the hardest 
wood known to California. Due to the woods tendency to 
crack when cured it is not used for timber but the branches 
are very popular as decorative pieces, birds perch’s, and for 
furniture. Manzanita wood works well in aquariums also as it 
is resistant to the leaching of tannins into water.  If cleaned 
and cured it holds up well to submersion for long periods. If 
you are low on fire wood there is always some dead Manza-
nita or “mountain driftwood” in the forest garden to help 
warm the home until the spring chill subsides. 
 
Manzanita has many uses and is a natural ornament in our 
Cohasset gardens.  ou can dress up the plants right around the 
house by clearing other brush away and trimming the dead 
wood on the lower limbs. If you live in the brush lands as I 
do, when you clear areas of brush, leave some large 
“Manzies” around for shade until planted shade trees grow 
larger. Manzanita prefers dry, well-drained, sunny sites. The 
plants natural method of germination is through fire stimula-
tion of dormant seeds or mechanically by soil disturbance.  
Animals are the primary mode of seed dispersal. I think my 
dogs are helping, as they love 
those berries! 
 
Even if you do not have Manza-
nita in your garden you cannot 
help but admire the unique char-
acteristics of this plant.  On a 
stormy night in the view beyond 
your headlights notice its wet, 
slick, twisted trunks and foliage 
shimmering white in the dark-
ness.  On a hot summer day 
while gardening, lean up against its trunk for rest and shade.  
Close your eyes and when all is quiet and the wind is still, 
you may actually hear the bark peeling off.  Most important, 
it is quite stunning just left alone.  Manzanita is a natural 
beauty in our foothill and forest gardens.  
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Weed Wrench Loaner Program 
By Dan Botsford 

 
Spring is here and it’s the perfect time to maintain your 100’ defensible space for fire safety. The CCA can 
help make the task of brush removal easier by means of the Weed Wrench loaner program.  A Weed 
Wrench is a manually-operated, all-steel tool designed to remove woody plants by uprooting. The CCA has 
three Weed Wrench tools in various sizes that can be loaned at no charge* to Cohasset community mem-
bers.   
 
If you would like to take advantage of this free program, call Rupert McDowell at 343-5701. You can 
download the Weed Wrench Policy/Rental Form from 
http://cohassetcommunity.org/index.php?pg=services.  
 
 * $50 cash deposit required 
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5 ACRES IN COHASSET ON COUNTY MAINTAINED ROAD, MUD CREEK RUNS THROUGH 
PROPERTY,POWER AVAILABLE,HEAVILY TREED AND HOMESITE IS CLEARED�

RECYCLE  
TVs & Monitors 

Wanted: Dead or Alive 

 Recycle today for a greener tomorrow!  

 Drop off your unwanted TV or computer monitor at the 

Earth Day Plant Sale 

Sunday April 20, 2008 

Cohasset Community Association Building  

OR CALL NOW!!!  John Reischman—591-5499 
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CCA Bazaar 2008—Music 
Submitted by Kathy Lawson  
�

I am recruiting bands for this year’s Bazaar. If your band would like to play, please contact me, Kathy Law-
son, at wildmtnrose@hughes.net no later than May 1st. All types of music will be considered. A selection 
will be made by May 30th, and selected bands will be notified the first week of June. The date for this year’s 
Bazaar is August 2nd. Thank you for your continued support. 

Save the Date— Cohasset Historical Society Picnic! 
Submitted by Sharon Hastings  
�

The Historical Society will be hosting a fundraiser picnic at the Cohasset Community Association building 
on Saturday, June 7,  2008. We will be having a chicken-in-a-barrel dinner from 4pm - 7pm. We will also 
be serving cole slaw, rolls, baked beans, iced tea, and lemonade.  Bringing your own ice chests will be en-
couraged.  
 
We will organize a softball game for that afternoon, to be played on the Cohasset Elementary school 
grounds.  
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4-H & CCA Building & Grounds Clean-Up Day— 
Saturday, April 19, 9am—’til it’s finished! Please Join Us! 



http://www.cohassetcommunity.org/vcalendar/index.php�
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