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Cohasset Community Association & Cohasset Historical Society 
2008 Calendars Now Only $10 

 
The price of this fundraising calendar has been reduced to $10 while available. These calendars are printed 
on heavy-weight cream-colored card stock with brown ink to retain a vintage feel and feature thirteen won-
derful photographs of old Cohasset. The water trough on Cohasset Highway, the Dix Ranch now owned by 
Bob & Mayeve Tate, the Cohasset Church prior to the wing addition, the original “Cohasset Store” when it 
stood across the street from the church, and several amazing photographs of the logging community that 
was once a vital part of the ridge. 
 
Calendars can be purchased at The Cohasset Store, Vose’s Antique Store, and from the Cohasset Histori-
cal Society president, Janean Minter—899-8693.  
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General Meeting 
 
The next Cohasset Community Association General Meeting is TENTATIVELY scheduled for February 
21, 2008 at 6:00 PM. The date will be confirmed one week beforehand, and the community will be notified 
about the meeting by signs and flyers posted throughout the community, and on the Cohasset Community 
website at: 
 
http://cohassetcommunity.org/vcalendar 
 
During this meeting there will be an election for CCA Officer positions that were recently vacated. Any 
CCA member who would like to submit their candidacy for a vacant board position, should contact a cur-
rent board member or officer. Interested members can also attend the General Meeting and submit candi-
dacy before the election.    



It’s a Disaster 
 
Well, we all just had one.  For some of us, this past winter storm was just a conversation piece.  For some of 
us, the recovery has just started and things will never be the same.  I hope all of us are reflecting on our tri-
als as we experienced this latest disaster. 
 
I say latest disaster because we had had disasters in the past and I bet we will have them in the future. 
 

 Disasters come in several varieties: 
· Large and small. 

· Natural and human made. 
· Personal and community. 

 
For our own peace of mind, there are some small, simple steps that we can do that will help us, our families, 
and our community when the next disaster rolls around.  We cannot plan for everything, but planning for 
something will help. 
 
We have some simple needs: Safety, Food & Water, Health, Warmth, Light, & Each Other. 
 
The more technologically advanced we get, the more fragile a society we get.  The good news is that our 
ancestors got by, and we can too.  From an ancestral point of view, we did not get by as individuals.  We 
got by as communities.  Individuals supported each other in community. 
 
I wish to share some thoughts with you in the coming months regarding emergency preparation.  I do not 
have all the answers.  You may think of something that I have not.  That’s why thought and discussion are 
very important. 
 
Do we really need to prepare?  Yep!  Civil Defense was preparation.  Our own Fire Department was local 
people getting together and preparing for disaster.  The U.S. Government has several web cites for prepara-
tion.  It come down to this: Are you going to be part of the problem or part of the solution? 
 
Each of us needs to have a plan.  We need to start small and build on what we learn.  We need to have this 
plan not impact our personal finances.  We need to share ideas. 
 
So join with me, and others here in Cohasset, and optimistically plan for our future.  For the good and the 
bad, because it will all come our way. 
 
Elizabeth Weber 
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Cohasset 4-H News  

�

�

 By Midge Vander Velden 
 
We hope you all had a great Christmas!  We have been very busy at 4-H lately. Several Cohasset 4-H mem-
bers entered the annual 4-H Food Fiesta in January and we came away with several awards: 
 

 Justin Minter – Rosette, Presentation 
Josh Minter – First Place, Presentation 
Gage Conkey-Wiebelhaus – First Place 
Iliana Conkey-Wiebelhaus – Second Place 
Zoe Conkey-Wiebelhaus – First Place 

 
February 2nd is 4-H Fun Night in the Commercial Building at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds. This event is 
open to the public and is hosted by all 4-H clubs in Butte County. There will be family games, cakewalk, 
silent auction, and food. Tickets are $1.00, and they can be purchased beforehand from any 4-H member. 
 
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Cohasset 4-H Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner. This event 
will be held on March 15th at 5:00 PM in the Cohasset Community Association building. For more details 
on this event and other 4-H events, please check the CCA Calendar at http://CohassetCommunity.org. 
 
If you have any questions about Cohasset 4-H, please contact the Cohasset 4-H Leader, Midge Vander Vel-
den at 343-7332. 

#� 	$
!��	�!�	�
!������	���%�	�
��	&%!����	��
	��
� ��	
�

Last year's 6th Grade Field Trip to San Francisco last year was a tremendous success!  Because of the sup-
port of the Cohasset Community Association and individual support of many of the people of Cohasset, we 
were able to take all of our (6) sixth graders for an amazing and eye opening day in San Francisco.  We are 
already planning our next trip for this Spring and are asking for your continued support.  We will go on a 
ferry across the bay, walk in the Financial District and Chinatown, climb Coit Tower, see Fisherman's 
Wharf and the Maritime Museum.  We have (5) sixth graders this year.   
 
If you would like to sponsor or partially sponsor a sixth grader for $65, please mail your check to: Cohasset 
PTA, Cohasset School, 9932 Cohasset Road, Cohasset, CA 95973.  Thank you very much.   
 
Warmest regards, 
Mr. Grant Oliver  4th/5th/6th Grade Teacher 
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Wow, what a start we have had to the New Year in 
Cohasset!  In my 34 years here I have never seen 
such wind on our ridge.  It was frightening and yet 
awe inspiring to see and hear the gusts come 
through the trees.  It was wondrous to see the in-
credible flexibility and resilience of these giants 
that we live so closely with.  Luckily, no one was 
hurt and there were only a few cases of property 
damage.  Obviously, the first thing to do in the gar-
den would be to clean up!  Picking up branches, 
making burn piles, gathering kindling and piling 
for the chipper.  Raking pine needles, sweeping off 
porches and patios, cleaning out the gutters and 
getting ready for the next storm!  Hopefully the 
next one will bring more rain and less wind, for our 
rainfall is very low for the second year in a row. 
 
One of the California native plants that have 
weathered the storm is the Toyon, or Heteromeles 
arbutifolia.  The bright red berries of this tall shrub 
are a delight for the eyes and our wildlife at this 
time of year. The hollylike berries come just in 
time for Christmas. The city of “Hollywood” was 
named after this California indigenous plant that is 
also called the “Christmas Berry”. 
 
The Toyon grows in the dry, brushy foothills of 
California to 4000 ft. elevation.  It is very drought 
tolerant but will need some light summer watering 
to become established.  It grows in full sun to light 
shade.  It grows 6-20 ft. high and almost as wide in 
some places.  It is best to plant at the back of the 
garden where your landscaping meets the wood-
lands.  If planted with coffeeberry, manzanita, wild 
lilac and mountain mahogany you will have 
blooms beginning in early spring.  Since Toyon 
does not grow naturally on our land, we have intro-
duced it to add another flowering and fruit bearing 
shrub to our landscape.  Toyon is evergreen with 

stiff, deep green, prickly leaves.  
The clusters of lacey white flowers, 
(it is in the Rose family) come in 
early summer followed by the ber-
ries in the fall. Toyon is deer resis-
tant, unless they are very hungry, 
then you may have to protect them! 
 

Early Californians made a tart drink from the ber-
ries and Indians boiled or baked them over open 
fire and made them into meal.  The bark and leaves 
were used in tea for various internal aches. 
 
The most valuable part of the Toyon for our garden 
is the bright red berries in winter.  They stand out 
starkly against the winter grays and provide impor-
tant cold weather food for the birds.  I love looking 
out the window and seeing a hermit thrush enjoy-
ing a berry feast on a rainy day.  As the shrub is 
evergreen it provides cover and shelter year round 
to wildlife.  Every year we use the berries on our 
Christmas wreaths and table arrangements.  What a 
treat it is to go right outside our door for our 
unique decorations! 
 
Growing a diversity of food-bearing plants in your 
garden will attract birds, butterflies and other wild-
life to your yard. California natives, such as the 
Toyon, require little pruning, water or fertilizer if 
they are planted in their native habitat.  Many na-
tive species have stopped growing in our foothills 
because of fire suppression, development, and an 
influx of non-native species.  It is fun and interest-
ing to reintroduce these plants that have grown 
here for millennia.  They are perfectly acclimated 
to our always-exciting Cohasset weather! 
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In response to the major storm of two weeks ago and the resulting response (or rather lack of response!) 
from the county and utility companies, the CCA Board of Directors formed a new committee – the Emer-
gency Preparation Committee. I was nominated to Chair the committee. My name is Maggie Krehbiel and 
my husband and I moved up here about 1 ½ years ago. 
 
This is just a quick note to let you know a bit about the purpose of our committee. We will be looking at 
three levels of preparation: 1) Individual, 2) Community and 3) Public Agency support. We are also gather-
ing information on what went right and what didn’t. Ten wonderful Cohassians volunteered to serve on the 
committee Thursday and we will be having our first meeting sometime the week of January 20, 2008.  I 
have also received calls from others that have begun to give me insight about the resources and trained folks 
already on the hill.  I am so very appreciative of the enthusiasm and the ‘can do’ attitude I am seeing and 
hearing. 
 
I have called all the public officials that I was give phone numbers for and will be scheduling short meet-
ings with as many as I can over the next 2 weeks. Many offers of support were made at the Thursday night 
meeting and I will give a more complete report next month. 
 
Thank you for the trust that you have shown me. You can contact me at 342-6547. 

THANK YOU! 
 
The CCA would like to thank the sixty community members who attended our late-notice Open Forum 
meeting in addition to thanking each one of the speakers who attended - 
 
Maureen Kirk—Butte County Supervisor 
Doug Patterson— Butte County Deputy Sheriff 
Sang M. Kim - Assistant Deputy County Administrator. 
Henri Brachais – Butte County/Cal fire Chief 
Dan Summerville - Battalion Chief 
Janet Upton – Fire information officer 
A. Borgman - Search & Rescue coordinator 
Todd H. Stewart, Superintendant Operations Maintenance & Construction 
Leroy Hansen - American Red Cross disaster Services Volunteer 
Brad Brown - reporter from KCHO 
Alan Sheckter -editor of the Buzz, Chico Enterprise-Record 
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