Cohasset Community Association

Board of Directors Meeting

September 11, 2008


Call to Order and Flag salute:   6:59 pm

Board members in attendance: Mayeve Tate, Nancy Svec, Jill Stewart, Maggie Krehbiel, Linda Hartsong, Dan Botsford, Mike Dufloth, Bob Krehbiel

Absent Board members:  Lisa Vegvary, Lara Conkey Wiebelhaus

Guests present:  Maureen Kirk, Butte County Supervisor; Shari McCracken, Butte Co Deputy

Administrative Officer; Bert and Marilyn Coffman; Liz Weber

Information on recognizing Cohasset Community Association and on the Amador Winter Fire Station
Ms. McCracken first spoke about the Resolution presented to the County Board of Supervisors that would enable the C.C.A. to be recognized as the voice for Cohasset.  Both Berry Creek and Yankee Hill have been acknowledged and are now able to gain entrance to departments and personnel that they had not been able to before.  The Resolution would be presented by Maureen Kirk to the whole board in October and, after being voted on and approved, would allow us to get more information and have more input to the various County agencies.  Maggie had already sent a copy to the board via e-mail and will send the Resolution to Shari via e-mail for presentation to the Butte County Board of Supervisors.

Shari then discussed the overall general plan and how Berry Creek submitted their own plan to the Board of Supervisors and the Supervisors accepted it for Berry Creek.  Bert asked about the basic elements and the zoning plan and asked why the plan for Cohasset was not available on the internet.  Shari indicated that she would look into it and find out why and e-mail Bert with the answer.   Shari also said that she would get us a chart of how the taxes are divided.  Basically she stated that the county only gets 26% of the property tax dollars and that the State of California can reduce that if the State needs to.  Because of Proposition 98, the funding for schools MUST be at a certain level, therefore if the economy takes a downturn, other services go unfunded in order to maintain the mandated funding for the schools.

Shari then discussed the Amador Fire station situation.  Sterling City Amador fire station actually covers 40,000 people.  She said that the County and the Fire Department look to place Amador staffed fire stations where they can respond to the most areas, sort of like a hub with a number of spokes coming off it going in many directions.  In that Cohasset is basically at the end of the road, there is really only one community that would be helped, rather than many.  In a fiscally challenged economy they need to position the stations where they can respond to many areas, not just one. As to the actual cost of an Amador station, the cost changes from year to year based on unplanned overtime and every year begins a new contract.   

Shari then explained that the Butte County Fire Department was looking into forming 3 branches of volunteers: 1) Firefighters; 2) Water Tender Drivers; 3) Medical Volunteers.  Shari and Maureen Kirk indicated that they would arrange a meeting between Butte County Fire Department, the Cohasset Volunteers and 4-5 Cohasset representatives.  There is also a possibility that Cohasset could be considered for the pilot test 3 branch volunteer programs.

The question was raised by Maggie as to the availability of a County radio to allow Cohassians to communicate in the event of an isolating emergency.  Shari indicated that the County had looked into it and to allow citizens to have a County radio would violate F.C.C. regulations.  She suggested a satellite phone and looking into a non-profit grant to perhaps finance one.  Also, consider looking into the several ham operators we have living in Cohasset.  The need for two Transfer Switch permits for the emergency generator came up and Shari indicated that occasionally the Board could waive the fee.  Shari indicated that she would prepare a fee waiver and present it to the Board of Supervisors, along with the Resolution, in October.  

Then the subject of the Evacuation Route came up.  Shari explained that in her e-mail to Maggie, she used the term “Shelter in Place” when she really meant Public Assembly Areas.  There was general discussion about the need for professional fire fighters to actually help identify those locations.  Maureen stated that she would try to get us a key to the school to use it in a “shelter in place” emergency only.  Bert asked about getting a copy of the resolution between the County and CalFire which was entered into October 10, 1931.  According to Shari, the only copy is hanging on the wall at the Fire Department in Oroville. Shari would see if there was any way to get a photocopy of it.  Bert then expressed his concern about oversight (or lack thereof) and the Public Request Act for Butte Ranger Unit.  Bert also inquired about funding for the Magalia Training Center within the Butte Ranger Unit, Cal Fire.  Shari and Maureen left at approximately 8:15 pm.

Approval of August Minutes 

Motion made by Dan 

Motion seconded by Bob

Motion unanimously passed

Treasurer’s Report

Mayeve Tate’s Treasurer’s Report was read (report is on file with these minutes).  Dan is still looking at different Insurance companies.  Once we are 501.(c)(3), there are many more companies that will insure us.

Action Item: Jill will call Crowder Rubbish regarding billing
Motion made to approve Treasurer’s Report by Maggie
Motion seconded by Linda

Motion unanimously passed 

Committee Reports

Building - Bob Krehbiel

No discussion.  Tabled until September.

Newsletter-Jill Stewart for Lisa Vegvary

The EPC will send an article, along with Liz Weber.  Ron’s Reptile will be featured in an article about meet your neighbor.  An article about plants will be included.  Mike Dufloth said that a ½ page Front Page ad is being offered, with an additional 9 months of business card ad for only $300.00.  When we get ten advertisers, that will cover the cost of the newsletter!  Letter explaining included with these minutes.  Need to get all articles to Lisa by 9/13/08.

Membership – Nancy Svec

According to Nancy, she received a letter from a member wishing to withdraw their membership due to the altercation which occurred at the horseshoe pit after the Bazaar, even though it was not a part of the Bazaar.  Current membership is 125 and, when family members are included in the count, it is 231.  

There have been 3 new members, 1 a lifetime member.  Thank you notes will be sent out.

501.C3 – Mike Dufloth

Mike stated that the Attorney (Leland, Schultz & Morrissey) is working on our 501(c)(3) rating. See attached sheet. 

Emergency Preparedness – Maggie Krehbiel
Maggie will send Thank You’ to Brian Barr, PG&E and Marilyn Colson for the plastic case she donated for our North Evacuation Map.  The Resolution came up for discussion on sending it out.  Copy attached to minutes. 

Motion made for Maggie to e-mail Resolution to Shari McCracken  by Linda 

Motion seconded by Mayeve

Motion unanimously passed

Liz Weber apologized for the $40.00 cost for the CPR class and said that she can do it for $20.00 because we have the free books.  She has two “dummies” – 1 adult and 1 infant.  If those signed up (now 5) only need adult/child, the cost of equipment will be $25.00.  If she needs to open the infant, it will be an additional $25.00.

Motion made to pay Liz for any our of pocket expense she incurs for teaching the CPR class by Maggie
Motion seconded by Mayeve
Motion unanimously passed

Liz wants to teach the 4-H first aid first.  She would like to teach 10.  Liz also requested to be able to utilize some of the donated First Aid/CPR books, to help defray the cost to the local 4-H kids.

Motion made to allow Cohasset 4-H to have the books for free made by Bob 

Motion seconded by Nancy

Motion unanimously passed

Cohasset Historical Society – 

No representative present

Fund Raising

Bazaar – Jill Stewart

Liz brought up the subject of doing a Christmas Gift Basket project, combining the efforts of the Volunteer Fire Department, the CCA and the Neighborhood Church of Cohasset.  There was general discussion concerning how to get names and still allow those in need to keep their pride.  Linda Hartsong will chair the Christmas Gift Committee.  There will be an Oktoberfest dinner on Saturday, October 4th at the CCA building.

Action Item:  Linda will have a meeting on Sunday Sept. 14th  at the CCA building to work on ideas and consider what other fund raisers can be done throughout the year.  
Old Business
Tabled until next month.

New Business

Christmas Fair on December 7th tabled until next month.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:05 pm

Minutes taken by Maggie Krehbiel, Secretary
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